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with the Sultan of Turkey. He held his principality in
fiefship from the infidel, to whom he did homage. But
rather than tolerate a German king of Poland the szhchta
were willing to overlook even this disadvantage. So it
followed that when the final Diet assembled on January
18, 1576, Stephen Batory was elected (in his absence)
as King of Poland, the sole condition being that he should
many Anna Jagielonc2yk. He was advised of his election
by swift couriers, and at once set out from his capital of
Stuhlweissenberg to enter into enjoyment of his new
dignity. The emperor, however, had not relinquished
his ambition or las hope of success, and mustering an
army, he also set out for Warsaw. The imminent con-
flict was averted by a message from the Sultan of Turkey,
who warned the emperor that Transsylvania had been
under his protection for 130 years, that he recognized his
vassal and ally, Stephen Batory, as King of Poland, and
that he would regard Austrian interference as a reason for
war. The chief external advocate of the Emperor
Maximilian had been the Papal Nuncio Laureo, who
fled to Rome without waiting for the coming of Batory.
Nevertheless the new king was anxious to convince the
Pope that he was a staunch Catholic, and that his con-
nection with the Sultan had been a matter more ofpolicy
than of personal inclination. He succeeded in effecting
this by a judicious letter, and as he showed no animosity
against the Nuncio, the latter returned to Poland and
was soon on excellent terms with Batory.
The new king made an imposing entry into Cracow
for his coronation, which took pkce on 7th May. He
was accompanied by his nobles, who made a brave show
in silks and jewels; and by his bodyguard of a thousand
veteran warriors. But the most prominent and even
picturesque figure in the procession was the king himself,
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